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NEW BOARD! NEW PLANS!
Executive Director: Ainsley Ogletree
Hi! I’m Ainsley Ogletree, and I’ll be serving as SEEC’s Executive Director
for 2020-2021. Sustainability is important to me because as humans, it’s
our responsibility to interact with the environment in a climate-aware
and ethical way to ensure that both our current and future generations
have a habitable home.
Plan for next year: strengthen relationships and communication
between SEEC’s branches and have board members work cohesively as
leaders
NCSSM Branch President: Jamie Wenzel
Hi I’m Jamie, and as Branch President, I’ll help coordinate the initiatives put on
at NCSSM and assist the Executive Director. I am excited to work dutifully for
environmental action and advocacy. Climate change is the eventuality that
knows no borders or nationalities, and requires the cooperation and
dedication of all people to save our planet for the future.
I hope you get involved in the many programs SEEC offers and help contribute
to the green revolution.
Director of Education: Nitu Renganathan
Hi friends! My name is Nitu and I lead the NatureWay Summer Camp. I
believe that if we work together, we can build a more sustainable future for
ourselves
I joined SEEC because I think educating people about climate
change is one of the best ways to get involved in this cause.
Plan for next year: weekend SEEC camp and pray that NatureWay will happen
Director of Education: Aditi Wamorkar
Hey! My name is Aditi Wamorkar, and I specifically lead SEEC Mentorship, which is a
program where we try to spread environmental education and literacy in a local
elementary school. I believe that by inspiring and educating the younger generation,
we can create a more planet positive future for all of us!
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Publicity Chair: Jessica Liu
I maintain and organize SEEC social media accounts and websites, keeping the
student body informed on SEEC initiatives through newsletters, blogs, social
media posts, and posters. I believe sustainability to be a collective effort, thus
it is important to raise everyone’s awareness and understanding for
environmental issues.
Plan for next year: restart SEEC Podcast to explain various environmental
issues and concerns, resume blogs, and increase publicity on SEEC initiatives
Director of Advocacy: Jordan Zhang
Hello! I’m Jordan Zhang and I will be serving as the SEEC Director of Advocacy
next year. I care about the environment because I care about other people!
Plan for next year: expand our statewide influence, combat environmental
injustice, and work with students from all across North Carolina to push for a
greener, more sustainable state
Director of Outreach and Events: Kenna Dixon
I am the Director of Outreach/Events for next year, and
I'm so excited to start planning! I am interested in the environment, because
learning more about it can increase our understanding of our surroundings and
lead to new discoveries and innovation.
Plan for next year: collaborate with other clubs and reach out to the surrounding
community more to host fun and educational events
Director of TerraCycling: Emily Yang
I'll be responsible for organizing the TerraCycling program at NCSSM, which
allows us to recycle traditionally non-recyclable items. I've cared for the
environment ever since I was a kid growing up in the mountains of western
NC, and I hope to share that love and passion for the environment with
those around me so we may all tackle the issues facing it, together.
Plan for next year: increase student involvement and awareness of
TerraCycling on campus as well as in nearby schools
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ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE PANEL
In March, NCSSM hosted an environmental
justice panel, consisting of speakers Howard Lee,
Madeline Parker, and Kay Jowers. Environmental
justice is when people receive equal protection
from environmental hazards, but African
Americans and socioeconomically disadvantaged
communities have been historically at a higher
risk from pollution. Howard Lee, the first African
American mayor elected in a primarily white
Southern city, Madeline Parker, the Youth
Climate Justice Organizer for NC WARN, and Kay
Jowers, a senior policy associate at the Nicholas
Institute for Environmental Policy Solutions, have
all combatted environmental injustice in their
own ways. The discussion of environmental
justice from three different perspectives helped
students learn more about the relationship
between people and the environment.

ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY SEMINAR
In the second trimester of school, SEEC led the
Environmental Policy Seminar to familiarize
participants with relevant environmental policies
and organizations. Topics included the Paris
Agreement, Citizens’ Climate Lobby, power grid
systems, and many more. Students were also
equipped with the necessary tools and methods
to formulate, write, and defend their own
environmental policy proposals. NCSSM alum
Trish D’Arconte (‘88), the current Environmental
Program Consultant for the NC Department of
Environmental Quality, was invited as a speaker
to help students understand and create
environmental policies. The seminar will be
hosted again as a forum in the second semester.
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EARTH DAY SUSTAINABILITY BINGO
Inspired by widespread social media “bingo
boards” during social distancing and staying
home in times of COVID-19, SEEC students
created an Earth Day Sustainability Bingo in
honor of Earth Day.
The game was designed to encourage people to
build sustainable habits at home. During the
month of April, students competed to see who
could cross off the most boxes on this bingo
board of various activities concerning
sustainability and environmental advocacy.
The activities included ways to reduce waste;
advocating for sustainability and environmental
justice; lifestyle habit changes; energy
conservation; and fun, environmentally-focused
activities such as planting pots, enjoying nature,
and reading digital books.

EARTH DAY PHOTO CAMPAIGN
In honor of Earth Day 2020, SEEC held a photo
campaign on social media. Students were
encouraged to share a photo of nature in their
community or a response to why the Earth is
important to them. Around 25 students
submitted related photos or videos, sharing a
total of 20 signs and 59 nature photos on social
media. Students from across the state came
together to support SEEC and the 50th
anniversary of Earth Day!
The pandemic doesn’t stop people’s love and
concern for nature. In fact, it could be a good
time for us to evaluate our practices and their
effects on the environment.
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NATURE ARTS COMPETITION
Every year, SEEC hosts the Nature Arts Competition to raise environmental awareness among NC
students. Participants submitted their interpretations of “What Nature Means to You” in the form of
visual arts, photography, or poetry. Out of the 41 total submissions received, the winning piece for
each category is showcased below. Congratulations! Thank you to everyone who participated!
Visual Arts

Poetry
Pastoral for the Violently Afraid
Isabel Hardwig
The car must have bled like a wounded beast
all the way down the hill.
Arrow in its hide. Watching all the purples and golds
leak into the asphalt,
feast for some dirty gutter-king.
It’s snowing. The city’s vision blurs with hunger.
….

The World Around Us by Victoria Wlosok
Photography

Moroccan Morning by Carter Sinclair

this is what you do, to get back to the ocean:
collect yourself through last week’s rain and the fossils
plowed into & pulled from the dirt. Trade a song
for a businessman’s bones. Lure commuters
to the edge of the bridge. Sing so softly their hands
slacken on the wheel, for the
acid-stained mouths of your French Broad sisters.
Give the squirrel safe passage across the road. If he turns back,
say I am the stretched skin on a bubble’s surface. I am the
tailpipe’s
scorned offspring. I am the closest thing to a god this street will
ever see.
I am not merciful.
If he doesn’t turn back, take the phone lines and warp them
for your own. A sky is only a sky when it is not a dividend.
A puddle is only a puddle before the ocean
rises up to claim it,
because after that there will be no words for the smaller waters.

* Read the rest on ncseec.org/seec-arts-competition
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NATUREWAY SUMMER CAMP
The annual NatureWay summer camp focuses
on environmental education for K-5 students,
empowering the next generation with the
knowledge and responsibility to preserve our
planet. SEEC is tentatively planning to hold the
summer camp at the Chapel Hill Public Library
from July 27th to August 7th, though the event
might be cancelled due to COVID-19.

Engaging in lessons (2019)

ENVIRONMENTAL ESSAY COMPETITION
SEEC is holding its first environmental essay
competition on sustainability and environmental
justice! Participants can choose one of the
provided prompts to write a 300-500 word short
essay on. The winner for each prompt will be
featured on the SEEC website and earn a $10 gift
card. Be on the lookout for more information!
Prompt #1:
How would you make the move-out or move-in
process for NCSSM or college be sustainable?
Would you specifically buy
environmentally-friendly alternatives or is there
something else you would do?
Prompt #2:
How could we be more sustainable during this
pandemic? Is there any way we can make
equipment such as masks or syringes more
eco-friendly?

We cover varying topics ranging from soil to
energy sources, incorporating engaging lessons
with hands-on activities such as planting radish
seeds, making paper windmills and water filters,
and playing OH DEAR to model predator-prey
relationships. Campers can also frequently
explore the nature trail behind the library,
interactively learning about the environment
with their friends!

Making pudding to model soil layers (2019)

Prompt #3:
Write about an issue related to environmental
justice that you have experienced first-hand in
your community. How does this affect your daily
life, and what possible solutions can you think of
to address this issue or mitigate its effects?
Campers nervously testing their lasagna bridge (2019)

7

SPRING, 2020

SEEC BRANCHES
Executive Director:
Dalia Segal-Miller
Branch Heads:
1. Dalia Segal-Miller: North Carolina School of Science and Mathematics in Durham, North
Carolina
2. Annie Qin and Chris Pei: East Chapel Hill High School in Chapel Hill, North Carolina
3. Angelina Su: Chapel Hill High School in Chapel Hill, North Carolina
4. Sarah Wang: Enloe High School in Raleigh, North Carolina
SEEC is expanding with developing branches in California, Pennsylvania, and other states.

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO GET INVOLVED?
From cleanups and speakers to activism and tutoring, there are countless ways to get involved with
SEEC today! If you or someone you know is interested in promoting environmental literacy and helping
to better our planet, contact your local SEEC branch or email us at "contact@ncseec.org" to start
participating. Whether you're looking to join a project, or you're looking to lead your own, we can help
provide the resources and funding to do it all!
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